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Sardeña case: Opposition continue to drag politics in Gibraltar to the gutter 

 
The Opposition have still not learnt that their campaign of innuendos, personal slurs, 
scurrilous insinuations and underhand comments lost them the last general election. 
The reality is that people are completely fed up at the way in which Mr Caruana and 
his colleagues continue to drag the level of political debate to the gutter in order to 
vent their obvious frustration at being out of office after nearly sixteen years in power. 
 
The latest outburst on the Sardeña case shows that the GSD Opposition are simply 
clutching at straws, caught in a vice between rhetoric and reality. 
 
It is completely contradictory that they should complain that they are “none the wiser 
as to the real and worrying facts that surround the case” and then, in the same 
breath,  feel free to comment on the matter, when by their own admission they do not 
know what they are talking about because they do not have the facts. 
 
The plain truth is that answers have been supplied to them in the media and in 
Parliament. The problem is that the Opposition do not like or do not agree with the 
answers that have been provided and that the substance of the matter remains sub-
judice. In other words, they expect the Government to give the answers that the 
Opposition want rather than the answer that the question requires. 
 
The Government totally and completely refutes the allegation that it has acted other 
than entirely properly. The Government has also made clear that it cannot comment 
on the case whilst it is in progress and has already reserved the right to do so once 
the case and related appeals come to an end. This means that it is simply not true for 
the Opposition to say that the Government somehow uses the rules on sub-judice as 
a pretext. They are raising this matter as a complete red-herring in order to create 
political mischief and create innuendos for their own partisan advantage. 
 
What is an abuse of power is that citizens should be subject to a vendetta, 
persecuted and victimised because of their political beliefs and that they should have 
their livelihoods and reputation threatened or destroyed. Mr Caruana and the GSD 
Opposition should know plenty about what constitutes an “abuse of power” given 
what used to happen during their time in Government, about which the new 
administration will continue to release information as it becomes available. 
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Moreover, there is no contradiction for a Minister to personally review the entirety of 
correspondence on the Sardeña case, or indeed on any issue, and then to seek legal 
advice. The Opposition, in general, and Mr Bossino, in particular, should be delighted 
that, in this instance, the Government obtained legal advice at no cost to the 
taxpayer. This contrasts sharply with the many hundreds of thousands of pounds 
paid by the previous GSD Government and by Government-owned companies to 
certain law firms, as Mr Bossino will no doubt be aware. 
 
Commenting on the matter, Minister for Tourism, Transport and the Port Neil Costa 
said: 
“The Opposition know full well that the Government cannot answer questions on a 
case that is in progress. Indeed, this is exactly what the GSD themselves used to do 
when they were in Government. When I was in Opposition, I asked them about a 
particular employment dispute and my questions were not answered precisely 
because the then Government noted that the issue was sub-judice, which was a 
position that I was both happy and obliged to accept. The Sardeña case still has to 
go before the Industrial Tribunal so that the Chairman of that body can decide what 
damages, if any, should be paid to the claimant. 
 
It is therefore clear to me that Mr Bossino’s statement is nothing more than a partisan 
and politically motivated commentary. The public will probably treat this with the 
contempt that it deserves.” 
 
 
 
 

 


